WSHC District 3 Monthly Meeting

March 4, 2009

Meeting called to order by President Smokie Brannaman at 7:10pm.  February minutes read by Kathy Rammer.  Correction to dates of convention, March 28 and 29.  Motion to approve with correction by Jeanene Peterson and 2nd by Katie Mattison.  Budget balance was reviewed.  Events needing insurance will cost $175, meetings/trailrides will cost $25.  

Old Business –

Ag Day Showcase – District 3 booth number 406 at the FDL Fairgrounds.  Set up will be 8am.  

HorseARama is April 4 and 5, District 3 is planning a booth.  Kathy Rammer will coordinate this booth, contact her if you can help for a couple hours.  
Midwest Horse Fair – same booth as 2008, District 3 and Horsemans Services will split a large booth.  This is a point of contention with WSHC, and a working committee will be formed to iron out problems to fit all 5 Districts into the WSHC booth space for future years. 
New Business – 

Discussion held to make policy to support and enhance Level 3 memberships and all memberships within District 3.  WSHC  will offer weblinks on their website to members, clarification is needed to what level membership this requires.   Motion by Judy Larson, 2nd by Ron Cook to accept new policy (see below).  A future project would be to put together a District 3 directory of equine related business, groups, clubs, etc.  with a paper copy and/or web copy. 
Events  activities – LeRoy Butler Foundation ride is September 11, 12, 13 at Ukarydee.   June 6 is the Saturday date for the monthly meeting and potluck/trailride. Place to be determined, contact Smokie Brannaman with ideas for a place to ride.  Christmas Party – Saturday, December 6, 2pm social and dinner, place to be determined. 
Meeting dates – April 1, May 6, June 6, July 1.  Ideas are welcome for speakers or action items for the monthly meetings.  Let us know what you’d like! 
Important action item – contact your state Reps and state your views -  

TO:                     Legislative Colleagues 

FROM:           Senator Jeff Plale 

RE:                     Cosponsorship of LRB 1790/1, Relating to the slaughter of equine animals 

DATE:           March 2, 2009 

I am reintroducing legislation that prohibits the slaughter of equine animals for human consumption. In the United States, horses aren't considered livestock as much as they are viewed as pets, companions, and working partners. It is unacceptable that such unique animals are slaughtered in such an inhumane fashion.
Current Wisconsin law prohibits the slaughter of equine animals in places in which other animals are slaughtered for human consumption. This bill would prohibit the slaughter of equine animals for human consumption in any establishment. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:50pm.  
Attendance – Smokie Brannaman, Kathleen Rammer, Ron Cook, Cindy and Doug McCord, Jeanene Peterson, Wendy Mevis, Jill Nuderberger, Judy Larson, Cal Larson, Nancy Kissel, Katie Mattison, Bonnie Shepherd, Jenny Juliuson, Diane Sackett. 

Policy -  to reach out and Embrace, Involve, Invite all levels of membership to be involved with WSHC District 3.  As part of this policy we will strive to support members, equine businesses, organizations, and individuals of District 3.  

